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      Welcome to the R. S. Thomas Research Centre

    
      
            

  
  
    




  

Following the appointment of R. S. Thomas to an Honorary Professorship in the School of Welsh at Bangor University, a special Research Centre has been set up in recognition of his poetic achievement and in order to promote research into his work.



The Centre's archive contains all of R .S. Thomas's published works, together with a comprehensive collection of reviews, critical books and articles, interviews and audio-visual material.


This material is available to visiting scholars.


Further information about the Centre can be found on this website.



      
  


  
      History of R. S. Thomas Centre

    
      
            The Centre had its germ in an idea of Professor Gwyn Thomas, following the appointment in 1998 of R.S. Thomas to an honorary chair in the Welsh Department at University of Wales, Bangor. The idea was developed in collaboration by Jason Walford Davies of the Welsh Department and Tony Brown of the English Department.



  
  
    




  



Financial support for the refurbishment and equipping of an appropriate room in the Main Library was given by the University Research Committee and the Humanities Research Centre. Work was completed in 1999 and the Centre was officially opened by R.S. Thomas in April 2000.


The Centre contains a substantial number of R.S. Thomas manuscripts, including unpublished poetry and prose. The collection also contains material by Thomas’s wife, M.E. (Elsi) Eldridge, including sketchbooks and her unpublished journals. The Centre has copies of all of R.S. Thomas's published works, including rare editions and translations.  In addition it contains a comprehensive collection of reviews, critical books and articles and newspaper clippings, as well as video and audio material.


This material is available for postgraduate students working for higher degrees on R.S. Thomas at Bangor, either in the Welsh Department or the English Department, and to visiting scholars and registered postgraduate students from other institutions.
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Residues. Ed. M. Wynn Thomas. Tarset: Northumberland: Bloodaxe, 2002. 70 p. ISBN 1-85224-595-6. 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Poems: R.S. Thomas. Selected and edited by Anthony Thwaite. London: Phoenix, 2002. 122 p. ISBN 0753816539.
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Selected Poems. Modern Classics. London: Penguin, 2004. 354 p. ISBN 0-140-18890-8. [RST’s own selection of his work, including eighteen previously uncollected poems.]


Collected Later Poems, 1988-2000. Tarset, Northumberland, 2004. 368 p. ISBN 1-85224-648-0.


The Cross. Selected and edited by Kevin Perryman. Published privately in Germany. [Seven previously-published poems, plus the unpublished “Easter. I approach”.]


Worth 2 in the Bush. Sarn & Chang Mai, Thailand: Frangipani P., 2010. [Collection of poems relating to birds, with illustrations by Elsi Eldridge, published by Gwydion Thomas, in a private limited edition.]


A Christmas Quire. Sarn & Chang Mai, Thailand: Frangipani P., 2009. [Collection of poems related to Christmas, with illustrations by Elsi Eldridge, published by Gwydion Thomas, in a private limited edition.]


In her ashen studio. Chang Mai, Thailand: Fangipani P., 2013. [Selection of poems by RST, mainly to his wife, Elsi Eldridge, and illustrated by numerous reproductions of her work, published by Gwydion Thomas, in a private limited edition]


Uncollected Poems, ed. Tony Brown and Jason Walford Davies. Tarset: Bloodaxe, 2013. 189 p. ISBN 978-1-85224-896-3 (Reviews: Alan Massie, “Enduring wisdom of a strange Welsh bard”, Sunday Telegraph, 17 March 2013; Michael Glover, Pining for a lost Wales’,


The Tablet, 17 April 2013: 19; Martyn Halsell, “Sun on a winter landscape”, Church Times, 28 March 2013: 28; Alistair Wedderburn, “More than a curmudgen”, Standpoint, April 2013: 63; Patrick Crotty, New Welsh Review 101 (Autumn 2013): 95-97.)


Poems for Elsi, ed. Damian Walford Davies. Bridgend: Seren, 2013. 76 p. ISBN 978-1-98172-111-7. (Reviews: Tony Brown, New Welsh Review 101 (Autumn 2013): 97-100; Daniel Westover, Planet 212 (Winter 2013-14): 148-50.)
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    Wales: a problem of translation. The 1996 Adam Lecture, given on 8 February 1996 at King’s College, London. London: Centre for 20th Century Cultural Studies, Adam Archive Publications, 1996. 18 p. ISBN: 1-897747-08-X.


Autobiographies. Trans. Jason Walford Davies. London: Dent, 1997. 92 p. ISBN: 0-460-87639-2 (Contains “Former Paths” [“Y Llwybrau Gynt”, 1972], “The Creative Writer’s Suicide” [“Hunanladdiad y Llenor”, 1977], “No-one” [Neb, 1985, “A Year in Llyn” [Blwyddyn yn Llyn, 1990]. (Reviews: Ian Hamilton, London Review of Books, 3 July 1997, 10-11. John Pikoulis, New Welsh Review 40 (1998): 13-18.; M. Wynn Thomas, Taliesin 99 (Oct. 1997): 116-18.)


“The Flesh Made Word”, Scintilla [Journal of the Vaughan Association] 1 (1997): 83-86. [Originally broadcast on BBC Radio 3.]


“Time’s Disc Jockey: Meditations on Some Lines in The Anathemata”. In David Jones: Diversity in Unity. Ed. Belinda Humfrey and Anne Price-Owen. Cardiff: U. of Wales P., 2000, pp. 153-59.


Letters to Raymond Garlick 1951-1999, ed. Jason Walford Davies. Llandysul: Gomer, 2009. 206 p. ISBN978-1-84323-826-3.
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    R.S. Thomas reading The Poems. Selected and produced by Damian Walford Davies.Caernarfon: Sain Records, 1999. (Contains recordings of 145 poems. Available on CD and cassette tape.) For an account of the recordings, see Damian Walford Davies under 2.ii


Articles. (Review-essay: Tony Brown, “Sounds and Silence”, New Welsh Review 51 (Winter 2000-2001): 13-15.)
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    Lennon, Peter. “No Truce with the English”. Guardian, 17 May 1997, The Week, p.3.


The Oldie interview: R.S. Thomas. The Oldie 79 (1995): 12-15. (Interviewed by Naim Attalah.)


“R.S. Thomas in conversation with Molly Price-Owen”, David Jones Journal Summer/Autumn 2001 (R.S. Thomas Special Issue): 93-102. (See under 2.i Books)


“R.S. Thomas: Bardd, Offeiriad”, Beti a’i Phobol-1, gol. Ioan Roberts. Llanrwst: Gwasg Carreg Gwalch, 2002. tud. 71-107. ISBN: 0-86381-810-2. (Sgwrs radio a Beti George)
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Drei Gedichte / Three Poems. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Antinous P, 1996. 11p. English-German bilingual edition.


Laubbaum Sprache /Deciduous Language. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Denklingen: Babel (1998). 84p. ISBN 3-931798-12-7. English-German bilingual edition.


Die Vogelscheuche Nachstenliebe / Charity’s Scarecrow. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Denklingen: Babel, 2003. 84p. ISBN: 3-931798-21-6. English-German bilingual edition.


Steinzwitschern / Stone Twittering. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Denklingen: Babel, 2008. 77p. ISBN 978-3-931798-33-8. English-German bilingual edition.


Mit Fangen aus Feuer / With Claw of Fire. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Denklingen: Babel, 2010. ISBN 978-3-931798-39-0 78p. English-German bilingual edition.


In zierlichen Schlingen / In Delicate Nooses. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Fuchstal: Babel, 2013. 76p. English-German bilingual edition.


Das Himmelreimende Kind / The Sky-Rhyming Child. Trans. Kevin Perryman. Denklingen: Babel, 2013. English-German bilingual edition.


R.S. Thomas: Poezija za vecerjo. Zalozba: Mladinska knjiga, 2013. ISBN 978-961-01-2773-4. [Slovenian translations.]


R.S. Thomas: Qui? Sélection de poèmes traduits de l’anglais par Marie Thérèse Castay, Paol Keinig et Jean-Yves Le Disez. Editions Les Hauts-Fomds, 2015. ISBN 978-2-919171-10-1.
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    Barnie, John, ed. Encounters with R.S. Swansea: H’mm Foundation, 2103. 102 p. ISBN 978-0-9927560-0-0. [Short essays by those who knew him, including Gwyneth Lewis, M.Wynn Thomas, Gillian Clarke, Peter Finch, Jon Gower and Menna Elfyn.]


Brown, Tony. R.S. Thomas. Writers of Wales series. Cardiff: U. of Wales P., 2006. New ed. 2013. 134 p. ISBN 0-7083-1800-2. (Reviews: Grahame Davies, “Seren Mewn Bydysawd o Esboniadau”, Taliesin 129 (Gaeaf 2006) 133-35; M. Wynn Thomas, New Welsh Review 73 (Autumn 2006) 85-86; David Lloyd, “Looking for a Way In”, Planet 181 (Feb./March 2007): 96-97.)


Cofio RS: Cleniach yn Gymraeg? Caernarfon: Gwasg y Bwythyn, 2013. 144p. ISBN 978-1-907424-44-1. [‘Remembering RS: Kinder in Welsh?’ Recollections by those who knew him, including friends and neighbours. Finely illustrated, including previously unpublished pictures of RST and drawings by Elsi Eldridge.]


Cotter, Jim. Etched by Silence: A pilgrimage through the poetry of R.S. Thomas. Norwich: Canterbury P., 2013. ISBN 978-1-84825-339-1 [Selection of RST’s poetry with meditations and reflections, by former rector at Aberdaron.]


Davies, Grahame. Sefyll yn y Bwlch: R.S. Thomas, Saunders Lewis, T.S. Eliot, a Simone Weil. Caerdydd: Gwasg Prifysgol Cymru, 2000. 201 p. An English-language summation of the argument and the R.S. Thomas section was published in Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays, vol. 7 [See ii. Articles, below] (Review: Angharad Price, New Welsh Review 49 (Summer 2000) 94-95)
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Head, A. The Resurgence of Myth in the 1970s in the Poetry of Ted Hughes and R.S. Thomas: A Jungian Perspective. Ph.D. thesis. University of Sheffield, 1994. (Aslib Index to Theses, with Abstracts 45.4, p. 1307)


McLauchlan, Richard. Poems from Holy Saturday: Encountering Divine and Human Silence in the Pomes of R.S. Thomas. PhD thesis, Cambridge University, 2014


Perry, Samuel. “Something to Love”: Nature, Nation and the Sacred in the Poetry of R.S. Thomas. Ph.D. thesis. University of Leicester, 2006.


Sully, A.C. The Poet, The Priest, the Politician: R.S. Thomas as Romantic Poet, Existentialist and Welsh Nationalist. M.Phil. thesis. University of Birmingham, 1995.


Toal, Patrick. R.S. Thomas’s God: The Possibilities of Symbiosis. PhD thesis, Bangor University, 2015.


Walsh, Carys. Language as a Barrier and a Threshold in the Poetry of R.S. Thomas. M.A. dissertation. Heythrop College, University of London, 2000.


Westover, Daniel Kirk. Stylistic Destinations: The Prosodies of R. S. Thomas, 1936 - 2000. Ph.D. thesis, U. of Wales [Bangor], 2008.


  





              
  
    Publications Making Reference to R. S. Thomas
    
  
  
    Aaron, Jane, Henrice Altink and Chris Weedon. Gendering Border Studies. Cardiff: U. of Wales P., 2010, pp. 152-4.


Bohata, Kirsti. Postcolonialism Revisited. Writing Wales in English. Cardiff: U. of Wales P., 2004. 51-57 and passim.


Condry, William. Wildlife, My Life. Llandysul: Gomer, 1995. (Various references to RST by the naturalist and long-time friend.)


---------. A William Condry Reader, ed. Jim Perrin. Llandysul: Gomer, 2015. 222 p. ISBN 978—84851-883-4.


Conradi, Peter J. At the Bright Hem of God: Radnorshire Pastoral. Bridged: Seren, 2009, pp. 177-84, 187-93.


Hooker, Jeremy. Imagining Wales: A View of Modern Welsh Writing in English. Cardiff: U. of Wales P., 2001, pp. 28-40 and passim.


Lloyd, David, ed. Imagined Greetings: Poetic Engagements with R.S. Thomas. Llanrwst: Gwasg Carreg Gwalch, 2013. 123 p. ISBN 978-1-84527-416-0. [Selection of poems in response to RST, including elegies.]


Thomas, M. Wynn and Tony Brown, “The Problems of Belonging”, Welsh Writing in English, ed. M. Wynn Thomas. A Guide to Welsh Literature, Volume VII. Cardiff: U. of Wales P., 2003, pp. 165-75 and passim.


  





          

  
  


    

  

      
    
            
      R. S. Thomas Research
                  

            
  
      Critical Essays

    
      
            Essays may be downloaded for private use. Copyright remains with& Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays and with the authors. Material cannot be reproduced, circulated or republished in any form without permission.


	Jason Walford Davies (Bangor University),

	“Thick Ambush of Shadows”: Allusions to Welsh literature in the work of R.S. Thomas.

	Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays 1 (1995): 75-127. 



	M. Wynn Thomas (University of Wales, Swansea)

	R.S. Thomas: War Poet

	Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays 2 (1996): 82-97.



	Barbara Prys Williams (University of Wales, Swansea)

	“A consciousness in quest of its own truth”: Some Aspects of R.S. Thomas’s The Echoes Return Slow as Autobiography

	Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays 2 (1996): 98-125.



	Ben Astley

	“Somewhere Between Faith and Doubt”: R.S. Thomas and the Poetry of Theology Deconstructed

	Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays 4 (1998): 74-93.



	William V. Davis (Baylor University)

	“At the Foot of the Precipice of Water... Sea Shapes Coming to Celebration”: R.S. Thomas and Kierkegaard

	Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays& 4 (1998): 94-117.



	Grahame Davies

	Resident Aliens: R. S. Thomas and the Anti-Modern Movement

	Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays 7 (2001-02): 50-77.




      
  


    

  

      
    
            
      For More Info
                  

            
  
      Links

    
      
            Below are listed several Links for those interested in the work of R.S. Thomas and in Welsh Writing in English in general.


	Peter Finch Archive
	Planet
	Welsh Books Council




      
  


  
      Contacts

    
      
            The R.S. Thomas Centre is available for postgraduate students working for higher degrees on R.S. Thomas at Bangor, either in the Welsh Department or the English Department, and to visiting scholars and registered postgraduate students from other institutions.


Those interested in making use of the Centre should contact:


Professor Jason Walford Davies

School of Arts, Culture and Language,

Bangor University,

Bangor,

Gwynedd,

LL57 2DG.


Phone: 01248-382239 or 01248-382240 (Secretary)

E-mail: j.w.davies@bangor.ac.uk


or


Emeritus Professor Tony Brown,

School of Arts, Culture and Language,

Bangor University,

Bangor,

Gwynedd,

LL57 2DG.


Phone: 07494 737494

E-mail: tonybrown6716@gmail.com


 



      
  


  
      Current Projects at the Centre

    
      
            R.S. Thomas’s ekphrastic poems


1. Among the books which the Centre acquired from R.S. Thomas’s own library were two volumes on modern art, Herbert Read’s Art Now (1933) and Surrealism (1936), edited by Read and containing essays by some of the leading thinkers in Surrealist art. Interleaved in these books were some three dozen unpublished manuscript poems by Thomas in response to reproductions of art works, including work by Salvador Dali, Henry Moore, René Magritte and Graham Sutherland. Bloodaxe Books, who published Thomas’s later collections as well as R.S. Thomas:  Uncollected Poems, edited by Brown and Walford Davies (2013), have contracted to publish these, with colour reproductions of the paintings. The collection, entitled Too Brave to Dream: Encounters with Modern Art, was published by Bloodaxe in 2016.   


2.  The Centre has acquired as part of its archive a considerable volume of the paintings, letters and journals of Mildred Eldridge (1909-91), the poet’s first wife. She was a distinguished painter in her own right, a significant figure in British Neo-Romantic painting from the 1930s to 1950s. Her reputation thereafter faded somewhat as her husband’s increased, though she continued to paint; the Centre’s work has contributed significantly to the current substantial revival in interest in her work, including three recent public exhibitions of her painting and a television programme (presented by Prof. Walford Davies).  Prof. Tony Brown is currently, with the active support of Gwydion Thomas, the poet’s son, preparing an edition of her unpublished Autobiography, two drafts of which are in the Centre’s collection.  The Autobiography is to be published with a generous selection of her outstanding paintings and sketches and a substantial introductory study of her life and work.


3.   During the Centenary year (2013) the Centre hosted outstanding public lectures on the work of R.S. Thomas by Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury and currently Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge, and Professor M. Wynn Thomas of Swansea University, the poet’s Literary Executor.  It is planned that these two lectures,  ‘R.S. Thomas and Buddhism’ (Williams) and “‘Yr Hen Fam”: R.S. Thomas and the Church in Wales’ (Thomas) will form the first two pamphlets in a series of Trafodion / Proceedings, to be published by the Centre under the editorship of Prof. Jason Walford Davies.
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